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	ADORATION

Hallowed be Your name. (6:9)



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AUTHORITY

Your Kingdom come… (6:10)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	APPEAL

Give us this day…

(6:11)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AQUITTAL

Forgive us our debts… (6:12)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSISTANCE

Deliver us from evil. (6:13a)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ADMIRATION

For Yours is the Kingdom…(6:13)




DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

“The Christian in the Workplace”
1 Peter 2:18-20
 DECEMBER 3 – DECEMBER 9, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY –This week we continue in 1 Peter by looking at this same matter of submission that we have been studying.  Now Peter focuses on the Christians submission as it is displayed in the workplace, and to our earthly employers.  God has commanded us and given us instruction on how we are to act toward the people we work for here in this earthly life.  Read 1 Peter 2:18-20. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to teach you from His Word and ask Him to help you to be a submissive, exemplary Christian in the workplace.
MONDAY –In our society today we find people are consumed with “their rights”.  We find even in the workplace there are demands made by those who are the workers.  Peter begins in verse 18 by saying that “Servants” are also responsible before God to be submissive at work.  The word he uses here is a word which speaks of people who are under another’s authority as a servant in a household.  In a broader sense, he is referring to all who work under an employer.  The Bible speaks often of work, and that men are to work for a living and also are to work hard and diligently.  Read these verses speaking of working.  Genesis 2:2, Exodus 23:12, Proverbs 14:23, 24:30-34, Ecclesiastes 9:10, 2 Thessalonians 3:10. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help you to be a diligent, hard worker that follows His example, and that you would also be submissive in the workplace.
TUESDAY –After Peter Begins with the term “servants” in verse 18, he gives us the command of God concerning the relationship between “masters” and “servants”. He tells them to be “submissive to your

 Masters with all fear… ”Again he uses the Greek word hupotasso for “submissive”.  As we saw earlier in verse 13, this word means to “subject ones self, to obey, to arrange under”.  It is a military term speaking of the lining up under a commander in rank and in formation.  As “servants” in the workplace we are to obey and come under the authority of the boss.  Read 1 Timothy 6:1-2, Titus 2:9.  
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help you be an employee that lines up under the authority of your boss, and that you would give a true picture of someone who understands and obeys God ordained authority.   
WEDNESDAY –Peter’s exhortation would be fairly well received by those who work for a “good” boss.  But notice he then gives the God ordained command that we are to be submissive even if our “masters” are “Bad”.  He says, “...not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh.”  Some would say, “You have got to be kidding?”  But God is NOT kidding; rather He tells us that Christians have no right to be rebellious to those over us in the workplace, even if they are “harsh”.  He even said we are to be submissive with all “fear”. We are to respect and reverence them and not be negative and disrespectful.  We are to be gracious and have an attitude of honor and respect.  Read these verses speaking of the attitude God calls for us to have to our “masters”.  Ephesians 6:5-7, Colossians 3:22-25.
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask the Lord to help you to follow these commands and that you would work diligently, honestly, and have the proper attitude toward those He has put over you.  
THURSDAY –We have seen that we are to serve in the workplace the very same way we would serve Christ Himself.  God also said we are to do that even if our employer is “harsh”.  Peter uses the Greek word skolios here.  The word literally means “crooked, or curved”.  We get the medical term scoliosis from this word which speaks of a twisted or crooked spinal column.  God has told us to submit even if the boss is “crooked”.  As we will see in the verses to come God commends such submission for it exemplifies the attitude of His Son, Jesus Christ.  We must always remember that we may think we are just working a job to pay the bills, but we are actually witnessing through our actions to the lost sinful world about Jesus Christ.  Read Philippians 2:14-16.

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help you remember that in all you do, you are to be shining the light of the Gospel to the lost world.  Pray that He would help you to be a bright and genuine representation of Him.
FRIDAY –In verse 19, Peter tells us that God is pleased when we as His people in obeying Him and His Word follow the example of His Son, and as the text says, “endures grief, suffering wrongfully”.  He specifically says this is “commendable”.  When a person suffers unjustly in the workplace, if they humbly and patiently accept such wrong treatment, trusting in our sovereign God, He will bless them and is pleased with such an attitude.  Read these verses which speak of the attitude and perspective we should have as believers even in the midst of wrong treatment, understanding God will take care of all things in the end.  2 Thessalonians 1:3-10        
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask the Lord to help you keep a mind set on Him even when you may be unjustly treated in the workplace. 
SATURDAY –Peter then elaborates on the principle of suffering while doing good in verse 20.  He gives a rhetorical question for us to think about.  To answer his question, there is no “credit” when we sinfully respond to unjust treatment by those in authority.  But when we “take it patiently”, this is “commendable” before God.  It pleases God when He watches His children take patiently wrong done to them, and when they handle adversity with a proper attitude, and faith in Him.  The most important thing for us to remember is that we are to act and react in a way that displays a faithful and credible testimony of our profession of Jesus Christ.  Read John 15:20, 16:33, and 2 Timothy 3:12.            
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?
Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help us remember Jesus’ words to us that if we live right we will suffer unjustly, and pray that you would follow His example in how you react to wrongdoing done toward you.      
